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be by1 voice, possession, or apparition. "We shall
consider them all in their place.

It is probable that the first method the Devil took
in the world was by dream; as for possession, we
do not meet with it very early; as to voice and ap-
parition, we take them to be all subsequent, and the
effect of a long acquaintance; as among men there are
several degrees of communication with one another,
after men have a personal knowledge and acquaint-
ance, before it comes up to intimacy and friendship.

Dream, then, being the first way of access, or by
which the Devil found the way into the man, there
is no room to doubt but by this method he found
means also to infuse into his mind an infinite
variety of corrupt imaginations, wicked desires, and
abhorred conclusions and resolutions, with some
ridiculous, foolish, and absurd things at the same
time.

Thus I cannot think bat the Devil first put it into
the hearts of the men of the old world to go about
that ridiculous piece of work (as I observed it to be
before) of building of Babel; first by filling their
thoughts with daily terrors and apprehensions of
another inundation, thronging their sleeping imagi-
nations with fancies of new rains to overflow them;
by which, every time they had any hasty showers
which raised the water of the rivers or brooks to
what we call a land-flood, they would be immediately
alarmed as if another deluge was a coming upon
them, and that they were immediately to be drowned.

Thus raising the vapours in their hypocondrias,
they were every night dreaming that they heard it
thunder, that they saw heavy rains, and that the
brooks and rivers swelled, or as we say in our
common discourse on such occasions, the waters
were out; in consequence of this, he puts them upon
considering of means for their own security, and
then they dream every night of methods ; one while
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